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192 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

Rousseau. Paul Hensel. Leipzig: B. G. Teubner. 1907. Pp. 122. 

To the literature upon Rousseau, already so extensive, has been added 
a volume by Dr. Hensel which is not to be considered in the light of a 
biography so much as an appreciation. The aim of the book, according 
to the design of the series, " Aus Natur und Geisteswelt," is to shed the 
light of modern science upon weighty questions of universal interest in 
such a way as to assist individuals to achieve the freedom and self-reli- 
ance of the spiritual life, at least to a degree beyond the narrow circle 
within whose limits they are generally walled and confined by the circum- 
stances of their vocation. There are chapters upon Rousseau the man, 
his philosophy of history, his philosophy of right, his theory of education, 
the " Nouvelle Heloi'se," and the philosophy of religion, together with a 
synchronic table of the life and writings of the citizen of Geneva. Lack- 
ing the brilliancy and exhaustiveness of Morley's " Rousseau," the book 
is not less to be welcomed for its evidence of soundness of scholarship 
and sanity and impartiality of judgment. Over against Voltaire, Rous- 
seau is regarded as belonging to an alternative type of greatness. He is 
an originator, where Voltaire was a completer; a romanticist, where Vol- 
taire was a classicist; a bearer in his bosom of the modern age, which 
only he possessed, where Voltaire was the master of the age of the En- 
lightenment; a star rising in gloom and mystery far from the full real- 
ization of his glory, where Voltaire was as the sun in his zenith. The 
" Confessions " of Rousseau have been discredited, but without reason ; 
they not only claim objectivity, but they come from the pen of a master 
in the method of introspection, and are still the chief source of our under- 
standing of Rousseau the man. It is not by chance that so much of the 
space of the " Confessions " is given to the recollections of Rousseau's 
childhood, for the life of childhood is more feeling than is the life of the 
adult, and Rousseau not only lived by his feelings, but cherished and 
remembered them. None took precedence of his love of country; no 
sorrow afflicted him more than the persecution which proceeded against 
him from the government of his beloved Genoa, and his conversion from 
Calvinism to Catholicism was little more than the logical consequence 
of the prior step of flight. The conduct of Rousseau was often ill- 
advised, even inexplicable, but in this he remained a child, that to him 
the world was always a world of dreams. Only one of his works, the 
" Nouvelle Heloi'se," was a labor of joy and love, the rest were burdens 
taken upon him to be shuffled off; for himself, he was happy when he 
could live in the moment. His friendship and love, however unworthy, 
were at least not to be bought for gold, but involved a deep inner relation 
that must be felt in order to be understood. 
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